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COMMUNICATIONS. 


POR THE INQUIRER. 


** Behold the Lamb of God which taketh away the stn of the 
world.”’—Joun, i. 29. 

In this short sentence the doctrine of the restoration is 
clearly taught. The son of God is here represented by the 
figure of a /amb, to express his purity, and represent his 
death. This lamb of God, taketh away sin. The phrase 
here rendered “taketh away,” is {requently rendered, ‘‘car- 
rieth away,” ** beareth away,” or ** removeth.” This has 
a particular allusion to the scape-goat on the day of expi- 
ation, which bore away or removed the sins of the people to 
the land of forgetfulness. ‘The annointed of the Lord is 
described as removing sin. The term svn is here used to 
express all moral evil. All unholiness is here taken in the 
aggregate, and expressed by the term, sin. Now the above 
text possitively affirms that Christ will take away, or re- 
move sin; and as sin is here taken in the aggregate, it 
amounts toa positive assertion that all sin or unholiness 
shall be exterminated from the moral world. ‘Though this 
is sufficiently explicit, the passage adds, “ the sin of the 
world.” ‘The term world, when it is applied to man, sig- 
nifies the whole human family; and is in no instance used 
in a restricted sense unless the nature of the subject or the 
connexion dictate such a meaning. 

But the limitarians contend that the term world, means 
only a part of mankind! We readily admit that the word 
world is sometimes used in that sense, but this is only when 
a limitation is expressed or implied inthe context. In 
support of a restricted meaning of the term, our opposers 
cite a passage from St. John’s gospel, where the enraged 
Pharisees said of Jesus, ‘* the world has gone after him.’ 
Here say they those are called the world, who went out af- 
ter Jesus, but those were only a small part of mankind ; 
the world therefore does not mean allmen. This argument 
however plausible it may appear, is entirely futile. The 
term wor/d in this pagsage signifies a part of mankind, not 
because that is the true meaning of the word, but because 
we find a limitation in the context. The Pharisees who 
made the complaint were excepted. 

But if the wor/d means only a part of mankind, we would 
ask our brethren whether it signifies the elect or nen-clect, 
believers or unbelievers. If they say the former,then we 








perpetuated to endless ages. But shall we embrace an 
idea which will contradict the piain language oi inspira- 
tion—an idea which is dishonorable to God and repug- 
nant to the spirit of christianity? God forbid. “ 

——h. 





** Have you a Hope.” 


(Cortinued from page 2.) 

It may be presumed that mankind destitute of revelation, 
from this inherent desire, look with anxious expectation 
for life beyond the grave, and with tha*, all the happiness of 
which they are susceptible ; but from want of sufficient 
evidence being lost in the uncertainty of conjecture, they 
are tossed on the sea of doubt. Now if revelation only 
brings to us the evidence of the certainty of a future exis- 
tence, in which state there is as much or more misery than 
happiness, and that a portion of mankind will exist without 
enjoying one solitary moment of pes~e or rest through an 
endiess.round of eternity; and simply informs us, we may 
be of the happy number, it might be a maiter of inquiry 
whether revelation was a real benefit to mankind, or tend- 
ed to promote their peace and quiet. Of this we are cer- 
tain, it must leave mankind in the same perplexing doubt 
and uncertainfy in which it found them. It is true, man may 
be convinced beyond the possibility of doubt, of a future 
existence, but what is life if it is to be spent in continued 
misery. Mandesires life for the sake of enjoyment, when 
that ceases life looses its charms. 

Should it be said that revelation not only furnishes the 
fullest evidence of a future life, but also of the absolute 
certainty of the salvation ofa part of the human race, by 
an absolute decree of God ; we reply, this does not obviate 
the difficulty ; it leaves the mind in the same uncertainty, 
nor Can it be otherwise, unless revelation designates the 
portion to be saved by name, or in some way that the be- 
liever cannot be mistaken. Now as this is not pretended, 
it follows, that after all the boast of conversion and regenera- 
tion, the subject is stillin the same doubt, or nearly the 
same, that he was previous to hischange. The mind may, 
indeed, be more engaged in these things, the desire of eter- 
nal life more lively, and men may have flattered themselves 
into a HOPE of immortality ; yet it will be found, that 
that hope rests more on the anxious desire of the mind 





must conclude that the elect or believers are ‘the most 
abandoned sinners! For Jesus says that the wor/d hated 
him and his disciples, and St. John says the world lieth 
in wickedness. But do the elect or believers hate Christ 
and live in wickedness? This must be the case if the world 
means the eleet or believers. Will they say that the world 
means the non-clect or unbeliever? Then they will be made 
happy. For our text informs us that Jesus will take away 
the sin of the world. Again, our redeemer says, “1 came 
not to judge the world, but to save the world.” But will the 
advocates for endless misery admit that the reprobate will 
be made happy? This must be the conclusion, if by the 
world we are to understand the non-elect. 

In the chapter where the foregoing text is found, there is 
no restriction ; nothing to limit the term, world ; and hence 
it must include the whole humanrace. And of them it is 
testified that their sins shall be taken away. But how can 
the sin of the world be taken away, if thousands are to re- 
main in sin eternally? If the notion of never-ending tor- 
meat be true, instead of being taken away, sin will! be 


ihan on that evidence necessary to give it proper strength 
.and support. 

The christian Hors of life and immortality is the pro- 
duct of that earnest desire which a benificent CrEAToR 
‘has implanted in man, and a knowledge of the council, wiil 
‘and purposes of Gon, respecting that important subject. 
| Were we to reason on this point, it would appear evi- 
‘ dent to the candid mind, that a benevolent and good Brie, 
would not implant in man a Hops, which in his eternal 
,council he would render abortive, by an irrevocable de- 
cree that doomed a large portion of mankind to endless woe. 
But we will at once come to the standard of unerring wis- 
{dom: Saint Pau! speaks of a “hope of eternal life which 
‘Gop that cannot lie, promised before the world began,” 
and also in Heb. vi. 13, &c. he informs of a Hore, which 
/is as an anchor of the soul both sure and steadfast, to 
‘which passage we refer the reader. 
| Thus the promise of God made to Abraham—that pro- 
mise which saith, *‘ in thy seed shall all the nations of the 
earth be blessed” is confirmed by an Oarm, and the im- 
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mutability or unchangeableness of the counsel, and 
determination of God, fully demonstrated. ‘This 
hope, set before us according to the eternal coun- 
sel of God, is called an Ancnor of the soul, both 
sure and steadfast. It admits of no doubt unless 
we have the temerity to disbelieve the promise of 
God, and disregard the solemn sanction given to 
that promise, by the oath of Jenovan. 

Reader, hast thou this Ancnor of the soul; 
this sure and steadfast Hore ? If not, we invite 
you as an Heir of grace, and asa joint inheritor of 
the blessing of eternal life, to examine the evidence 
furnished in the scriptures in support of it. If 
thou hast this hope, then thou art -happy in the 
enjoyment of thy God, and blessed with peace 
and righteousness. 7", 

— 
FOR THE !NQUIRER. 


REGENERATION. 


The doctrine of regeneration is in strict con- 
formity to that of predestination and election, and 
partakes of the same mystical nature. If taken 
in a literal sense it directly tends to destroy all 
moral obligation and responsibility, anmihilating 
the freedom of volition. How man can be respon- 
sible for his conduct when he is from irresistable 
necessity compelled to act as he does, is to ev- 
ery reflecting and rational mind, an enigma, that 
never can be solved. The doctrine of regenera- 
tion as it is generally held forth, consists in being 
born of the spirit, by grace. The subjects of 
regeneration or the new birth are represented to 
have no agency in it whatever—they are as pas 
sive as they were in their original entrance upon 
the stage of existence. For grace is the preroga- 
tive of Jehovah ; in other words itis mercy ex- 
tended tothe sinner. None but God possess, and 
who but God can bestow it? All have trans- 
gressed and become guilty, and we can do nothing of 
ourselves to merit or obtain salvation. What 
then? why notwithstanding the grace of God is 
limited, this is our only hope of salvation. But 
the rules of logic which demonstrate the mercy 
of God to be limited, have never been unfolded. 
On the contrary is there not abundant testimony 
that all the attributes ofthe Almighty are infinite ? 
Should any one presume to prescribe bounds to 
the omnipotence of God, would he not be treated 
as alunatic ? Why then should those escape with 
impunity, who attempt to limit his grace ? Does 
not every thing in nature and providence conspire 
to convince us of the truth of the scripture de- 
claration ‘‘his tender mercies are over all his 
works.’’ If the doctrine of regeneration inculca- 
ted a mcral change or improvement, and that this 
improvement was within the power of all, every 
rational being would not only give to it his full as- 
sent, but by this conviction would be induced to 
the practice of virtue and morality. But teachers 
of ethics and theology exclaim against the insufh- 
ciency of morality—and unless it is blended witt 
fhe swpernatural, it is of little or no avail. If 


mankind could be induced to believe that a refor- 
mation of conduct is accomplished by supernatural 
agency, would they not become less circumspect in 
their deportment ? But simple facts, and plain 
demonstration are not calculated to facilitate the 
designs of those, whom selfishness may prompt 
to mislead thecredulous. Why some are elected, 
regenerated, and admitted into the kingdom of 
heaven, while others, not more guilty, are exclu~ 
ded, is a sublime mystery! And the rules of jus- 
tice that consigns the reprobate to everlasting tor- 
ment, are equally mysterious! Mystery is the 
strong fortress to which the advocates of election 
and regeneration resort in triumph; but the 
powerful rays of the sun of science have begun to 
pierce the walls of ignorance and superstition, 
and to enlighten the dark horison of the human 
understanding. Lettruth and reason prevail, and 
the thick mist that envelopes the intellectual pow- 
ers of man in darkness, will soon be dissipated, and 
the God of nature and revelation will appear in all 
the beauty, order and harmony of infinite good- 
ness and benevolence. 
CANDOUR. 
— 


FOR THE INQUIRER. 
‘© The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his 


way.” 

In all the common concerns of life the above 
maxim holds good. The prudent man, of whatso- 
ever profession or business, who by the exercise 
of his reasoning powers understands what he is 
about, will ever obtain profit or advantage, or he 
willgive uphis employment. Innumerable losses 
happen to mankind by not understanding their way; 
they wander about like a blind man, who not 
knowing whither he goes, is liable to fall into the 
first pit that lays before him. 

The propriety as well as necessity of the above 
maxim, is so self evident, that were we to ask the 
lawyer or physician, to give up his reason and un- 
derstanding, he would laugh at us—so would the 
merchant, farmer, and mechanic. The physician 
would say, unless I understand the nature, and 
causes of adisease how can I administer for the 
complaint—and the artist would inquire, unless I 
exercise the powers of understanding how shall I 
be able to make any improvement.—In a word, the 
free exercise of reason, in order to produce good, 
is so absolutely necessary in all the concerns of 
this life, that the man who imprudently acts, with- 
out understanding his way, is considered unwise. 

The clergy often inform us in their sermons, 
that the concerns of this world bear no compari- 
son with those of eternity ; yet they teli us we 
must not reason on that subject, which above all 
others 1s of the first and greatest importance. In 
matters of religion we are required to go blind- 
folded, without understanding our way—for rea- 
der if we open the eye of the understanding by 
reasoning, we shall be lost forever. ‘The scrip- 








tures inform us that, ‘‘ he that handlet's a matter 
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wisely shall find good.” God speaking by his 


do ; he must not reason, he must not exercise his 


prophet, invites us to reason ; “ Come now and let|judgement in determining the point—Christ has 


us reason together, saith the Lord ; though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall beas 
wool.’’ Thus saith the Lord: ‘* come now and 
let us reason together,’ but they who say, they 
are sent of Gop to teach mankind, tell us, we 
must not reason on matters of religion. Kind rea- 
der, whom shall we believe, or whom shall we 
follow. 

This notion that you must not reason on matters 
of religion, originated in the dark ages of Porery, 
and the better to prevent this, the bible was kept 
out of the people’s hands. Protestants it is true 
have given us the scriptures to read, and claim 
great merit for this favor, which they have con- 
ferred upon mankind. ButI ask the candid and 
reflecting mind, what benefit is derived by the 
perusal of a volume, you are not allowed to under- 
stand for yourself ; in reading which you are not 
permitted to exercise your reason. Surely the 
bible may as well be locked up in the closet of 
the clergy, and we be dependent on them for the 
knowledge of what is in it, as to have the volume 
to read, if we must implicitly receive and believe 
the interpretation which they are pleased to give 
us. 
The more clearly to show the absurdity of this 
idea, we will present a few passages of scripture, 
and see how we are to get along with them, with- 
out an exercise of reason—Judges, ix. 8, &c. “the 
trees went forth ox « time to anoint a king over 
them ; and they said unto the olive tree, reign 
thou over us.”” The reader is referred to the pas- 
sage. Now willany man of common sense say, 
that we must believe, that the trees actually chose 
them a king, and this conversation passed among 
them ; if we are not allowed to use our reason 
what else gan we believe. Again, see Isaiah lv. 
12, ‘* for ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth 
with peace; the mountains and the hills shall 
break forth before ye into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands,” if we are 
not to exercise reason, we must believe the moun- 
tains can sing, and the trees have hands as we 
have, which they will clap. We will now notice 
a passage or two, in the new testament, see Luke 
xiv. 26, “If any man come to me, and hate not 
his father, and mother, and wife, and children, 
and brother, andsisters, yea, and his own life also, 
he cannot be my disciple.”” These are the words 
of Christ, and are as much to be depended upon 
and believed as any others he has spoken ; now if 
we are not to exercise our judgement in under- 
standing this, we must believe that, man must ac- 
tually hate his dearest connections in life, in order 
to be a disciple of Christ, in which case | appre- 
hend we should find but very few disciples. Sup- 
pose after reading the above passage the eye 
should fall upon Eph. v. 25, ‘* Husbands love your 
wives as Christ loved the church and gave him- 
self for it.” In this case what ehall the reader 


declared. he must hate his wife, and children, &c. 
in order to be a disciple, and St. Paul a servant of 
Jesus, exhorts husbands to love their wives—who 
shall we believe or attend to, Pau) or his Master. 
In a word, if we take the scripture according to the 
plain meaning of the letter. detaching sentences 
from their proper connexion, we make the scrip- 
ture contradict itself. If there is a book in the 
world, requiring the exercise of wisdom and judge- 
ment it is the Biste—a volume containing a vari~ 
ety of different subjects, relating to the peculiar 
circumstances of the various people to whom it 
was addressed, yet containing one compiete sys- 
tem of grace, and mercy. We find also, the new 
testament to abound in Parastes and DARK Sayings 
that need explanation, and which are to be ex- 
plained, by other parts of the divine word, tn cr- 
der to preserve the harmony of the whole ; hence 
reason and understanding must lead the way. 

The fact is, the idea, that man must not exer- 
cise his reason in matters of religion, is a precious 
RELIc preserved from the ruins of popery ; it had 
its origin in the church of Rome, when the cler- 
gy, good souls, were unwilling the people should 
have the Bible, lest exercising their reason in 
matters of faith they should reason themselves into 
hell. The protestants when they dissented from 
popery, conceived it necessary to put the scrip- 
tures into the hands of the people the better to ef- 
fect their purposes, but soon began to limit the 
inquiry, by commanding them to listen implicit- 
ly to themselves, and take their faith from the lips 
ofthe priest—and we find them as ready to BUKN 
and destroy all that dared to think for themselves 
as was the Romish Church. 

The same spirit which induced the Romish cler- 
gy to withhold the Bible entirely, is exhibited by 
many of the protestants, in refusing the people the 
liberty of thinking for themselves. It is the love 
of dominion, popularity and power, to effect which, 
they have been, and are to this day ready to per- 
secute all who will not yield to their dogmas, and 
receive their faith, from their lips. If any should 
doubt the truth of this assertion, let him examine 
the Blue Laws of this state ; search the records of 
the courts of justice and he will learn that per- 
sons have been imprisoned—put in the stocks and 
whipped, for believing and holding meetings, con- 
trary to the orthodox faith established by Law. 
After this, should any doubt remain, by alittle care- 
ful inquiry, it will be removed, on becoming ac- 
quainted with certain proceedings not more than 
rirty miles from this city, in which will be found 
that intollerant spirit that stirs up divisions and 
contentions. 

Remember the “ wisdom of the pradent is to 
understand his way.’’ He that would blindfold 
you has some design upon you, not altogether to 
your advantage ; for you must perceive that when 
you give up your reason, you are a fit subject to 





believe any thing however absurd and inconsistent, 
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and we may safely say that the reason why so much| to hear clergymen who are more distinguished fot 
exertion is made to have people blindly yield to zeal than knowledge, talk about persons being 


the dictation of others, is, because they are sensi- 
ble their systems are so INcoNsISTENT and contra- 
dictory, that they will not bear examination ; and 
therefore to deter people from examining them, 


brought out of nature’s darkness into the marvel- 
ous light of the gospel ; as though the light of reve- 
lation had extinguished the light of nature. What 
can be more absurd than such conduct ; and what 


the cry is—you must not exercise your reason, if|more dangerous to christianity ? If the principles 


you do, you are lost forever. We close this ar- 
ticle by noticing the observation of a Presbyterian 
Clergyman of a noble and liberal mind, who 
preached in Boston about sixty years since ; 
speaking of that intolerant spirit that would con- 
demn and persecute all who dared to differ fromthe 
orthodoxy of the day, he observes ‘It is true the 


of revelation are opposed to the principles of na- 
ture, one orthe other must be false, as God can- 
not be chargeable with inconsistency. If we can- 
not believe in both, which shall we believe? It 
is admitted by all, if we except atheists, (of whom 
it is doubted whether there ever was one,) that 
the works of creation are of God ; and the term 


faggot will consume a man’s body, but it will not|Creator, with every people and in any part of 
enlighten his mind; a crus will knock a man’s|the world, is expressive of the Almighty ; but the 


brains out, but it cannot convince him ofthe truth ; 


same cannot be said of revelation, as that has been 


it may probably make him more orthodox, for a|disbelieved, and no one can contend that there can 
man is more likely to be orthodox after his brains|be the same evidence, that, it is from God, as 


are beat out, than he was before.”’ 
APOLLOS. 


attr 
FOR THE INQUIRER. 
A concise view of the first principles of Religion. 
[Continued frem page 4. } 

It will be recollected, we stated that the specu- 
lative parts of religion, consisted of the attributes 
of God and his eternal will and purposes towards 
his creatures ; and that a knowledge of these is 
to be acquired from his works and his revealed 
word. it is very extraordinary that many in their 
zeal for christianity seem to suppose that the re- 
vealed will of God, has entirely superseded the 
evidences of his will, which are derived from his 
works of creation and providence ; and that the 
communication of the Gospel, has superseded and 


abrogated all the principles of natural religion and 
the obligations which they imposed. Hence we 
find that preachers who entertain these sentiments, 
whenever they attempt to prove or illustrate the 
infinite power, goodness, or mercy of God, confine 
themselves exclusively to his revealed word, and 
seem to suppose that we cannot safely look into 


the sublime works of creation to discover the at- 
tributes of the creator. What can be more ab- 
surd than this? Willit be contended that be- 
cause God has seen fit to make a special commu- 


nication of his will, that, that has disannuled or 


superseded the evidence of his purposes derived 


from his works? Can Ged be inconsistent ; can| 
the testimony of his will which is derived from 
one source, be opposed to, or inconsistent with, 
that which is derived from another? Are the 
truths of revelation, contrary to natural truths ; 
and are the attributes of God as revealed in the 


scriptures, inconsistent with his attributes as dis- 
closed in his works? Is there one God of nature, 
and another God of revelation ; and is natural reli- 


gion the religion of one, and christianity the religion 


ofthe other? Or is there one God, both of nature 


and revelation, who is the author and source of 


there is that the works of creationare. The di- 
vine origin of the latter is self evident, not only to 
the understanding but to the senses ; whereas the 
former rests upon human testimony and the inter- 
nal evidence it contains of its being from God. It 
is apparent therefore, that those who set up chris- 
tianity in opposition to nature, and attempt to 
overthrow natural truth by revealed truth, doa 
greater injury to the cause they attempt to serve, 
than was ever done by the most open and avowed 
Infidel. Those who understand and believe in 
the revealed will of God, will never consider it ag 
being opposed to his will as disclosed in his works ; 
they will consider, that there is perfect harmony 
between the two, and regard each as coniaining 
different portions of light, proceeding from the 
same eternal source of light and life. 

We have made these observations to shew the 
propriety and the necessity of looking into the 
volume of nature as well as into the volume of re- 
velation to discover the attributes and character 
of God, and his eternal purposes. It is also ne- 
cessary to establish the fact of the perfect barmo- 
ny which exists, and must necessarily exist, be- 
tween these two great sources of light and intelli- 
gence. 

What then do we learn from these two sources 
as to the character and attributes of God? do we 
discover that he is an arbitrary capricious and cru- 
el being, and is angry with his creatures every 
day ; that he is, like man, subject to change, to 
wrath, and to weakness? or do we discover that 
he is a Being infinite in power, wisdom, goodness, 
justice, love ; and, that his ‘tender mercies are 
over all his works’; that in him, is neither “ va- 
riableness nor shadow of changing” ; that his pur- 
poses are from eternity and that the powers of 
darkness shall not prevail against them ; that he 
is not only the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 
but the God of the Gentiles as well as of the Jews ; 
of the Barbarian as well as the Greek ; that he 
has no ‘respect of persons,’ but that all are alike 
the creatures of his power, the subjects of his love, 








: natural and revealed truth? It is not uncommon and the objects of his protecting providence ; that 
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he sends his ‘‘rain upon the just and the unjust,” 
upon those who worship him and those who wor- 
ship him not ; that in him, we ‘live move and 
have our being ;’ that his benificence Alls crea 
tion and that wherever we perceive his power, 
whether in the most sublime or the minutest phe- 
nomena of nature, we discover the evidences of his 
goodness, the manifestation of his wisdom and the 
immutability of his designs. He directs the storm, 
stills the raging billows, the elements hear and 
obey his voice. Omnipotent, omnicient and om- 
nipresent, as the author of all things that exist, all, 
bear the ‘impress’ of their creator, so that the 
whole works of creation, are but the innumerable 
testimonials of his power, wisdom and goodness. 


Kicligious Ynquirec. 
HARTFORD, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 1821. 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


A new society it appears was formed last 
May in this Crry, called the ‘¢Hartrorp Cown- 
ty Misstonary Society.” We cannot refrain 
from expressing our surprise, at that insatiable 








spirit which cannot be satisfied, while the people 


have a cent of money, or an article of produce to 
spare ; for it appears, these Mendicants are to go 
about from house to house, and when people have 
not money, to take any article of produce or man- 
ufacture. 

We had concluded that clerical ingenuity had 
become exhausted in the numerous societies alrea- 
dy formed for getting money, and that the people 
would have been suffered to rest—but this is not 
the case ; a new society is formed for the very 
same purpose ; they have given again and again, 
though tnder a new name. 

We have been favored with the Constitution 
and Appress of this society, and as it comes in very 
sTRONG language, we consider it our duty to ex- 
amine it, and to point out that Arsirrary and 
DoMINEERING spirit, which undertakes to dictate, 
and to brand with the name of inripet all who do 
not enter into their views, and give to the society. 
We shall also point out the inconsistencies con- 
tained in the address, and shew that if the senti- 
ments expressed in it are correct, these missionary 
societies are useless. 

It is said in the address ‘*He must be an Inrr- 
peL, that doubts the propriety or expediency”’ (of 
supporting missions) ‘and that professed friend 
of humanity is worse than an infidel who does not 
feel it to be a duty of the first magnitude.” If 
this address was intended for none but GaLvinists, 
we have nothing to say, as to this charge ; Calvin- 
ists have an undoubted right to call each other as 
many hard names as they please—but still, there 
is an exhibition of an uncharitable spirit that de- 
mands notice. Will they not allow any man to be 
a real or professed friend of humanity unless he 
isa Calvinist ? We sincerely believe that there 
are very many as good friends to humanity, who 


are disposed to do as much for the happiness of 
mankind as calvinists. The only way to get rid of 
this unwarranted charge, is that the address was 
intended to embrace people of every religious de- 
nomination inthe county. If this be the case, be- 
fore we give our money we beg leave to inquire, 
what doctrine or sentiments these missionaries 
are to preach? Would they expect a methodist 
or universalist to subscribe to send a man to pro- 
pagate a doctrine which they do not believe—a 
doctrine which they believe, is the most God- 
dishonoring, and demoralizing that ever was 
preached to man ; and shall they be called worse 
than infidels because they are not willing to pay a 
missionary, to tell mankind that the Almighty had 
consigned a large portion of them to endless woe, 
before they were born? Again; we ask the Cal- 
vinist, if be would be willing to send methodist 
or universalist preachers, as missionaries, who 
would feel it their duty to expose the absurdities 
of calvinism, and show that Christ instead of com- 
ing to save an Evectep few, came to save all, and 
that he, in pursuance of this, has given “ himself 
a ransom for ali to be testifiedin due time?’ No, 
they would not ; neither would they like to be 
called infidels on that account. 

Admitting that the calvinistic doctrine was 
true, should we be acting on the principles of be- 
nevolence, and humanity in supporting these mis- 
sions ? that doctrine teaches that God hath elected 
a certain number unto eternal life, that those 
whom he has elected he will call in his appointed 
time out ofa state ofsin, to holiness and everlast- 
ing life ; that the rest of mankind he has doomed 
by an unchangeable decree toendless woe. This 
doctrine also teaches, that the condemnation will 
be according to the advantages and privileges we 
enjoy in this life ; and we have been often told 
that it will be more tolerable for the heathen in 
the day of judgment than for us, who are possessed 
of such exalted privileges. 

Now if the Erect will be saved in Gon’s own 
time, and the non-elect will be damned, notwith- 
standing all the missionary labors, is it not the 
height of cruelty, to send missionaries among the 
heathen, when all they can do is to enhance the 
misery of those, who are not able to avail them- 
selves of any blessing in the gospel, and when, the 
more light they have will only sink them deeper 
into hell. 

But these gentlemen in their address keep their 
creed out of sight, and to work upon our feelings 
tell us of millions of souls who, if they die unen- 
lightened, and unsanctified will certainly be doom- 
ed to endless misery. We would ask, are none of 
the elect among those unenlightened millions? If 
any are, will they be doomed to endless misery ? 

These gentlemen tell us they ‘ have settled 
in their minds that there is a God;”’ indeed ¢en- 
tlemen when was this momentous point settled ; 
was it when you were assembled in convention ? 
This could not be, for many of you are the prod 





fessed servants of God, who have been laboring tt 
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lead mankind to the knowledge of their creator. 
Pardon us for expressing our surprise at this in- 
formation, for we had supposed the existence of 
God to be clearly demonstrated and generally ac- 
knowledged ; that even the youth recognize this 
truth, and that it waz not necessary at this day to 
decide points of doctrine by synods and councils. 

They tell us also, that they have settled in their 
minds that there ‘‘is a heaven and a hell; that 
life is the mere threshold of existence—that the 
buman soul with all its stupendons faculties, is to 
be a subject of eternal happiness or misery.”’ 
We would inquire on what this belief, that a part 
of mankind will be eternally miserable, is predi- 
eated ? it must be either in consequence of an un- 
changing decree of God, by which he has doomed 
the non-elect to endless woe, or on account of 
impenitency on the part of the creature ; which 
of these is the case, they do not pretend to say ; 
but as they are engaged in obtaining money to send 
out missionaries, in hopes of saving some part of 
the heathen who will not be saved without them, 
we can hardly believe that the doctrine of elec- 
ting grace was before them; for they could not 
be so beside themselves, as to attempt to save 
those, whom God had determined by an irrevoca- 
ble decree to make endlessly miserable ; they must 
consequently have predicated their belief on the 
sinfulness, and impenitency of man. 

But even now we are in difficulty, for in cast- 
ing the eye over the address we find the follow- 
ing sentiment, ‘‘If there is a God, between whom 
and men the relation exists, which we find in re- 
velation, and which the visible world demon- 
strates, we are none of us living to ourselves. His 
government extends to the minutest thought and 
event ; while every thing that passes within us 
and about us, isa part of his grand scheme sustain- 
ing relations of infinite importance.” Now if 
God’s government extends to the minutest thought 
and event, and every thing within us and about us, 
is a part of his grand scheme; who is he that 
would dare to oppose it, by endeavoring to pro- 
duce a change in the system of things, and thus 
break that relation which is of ‘infinite impor- 
tance.” And we ask, can the Almighty make a 
being endlessly miserable on account of his sins, 
when those sins are produced by that government 
ef God, which extends to the minutest thonght 
and event, in man’s life, and when every thing that 
passes within us and about us, is a part of his grand 
scheme? If any, then, are made endlessly mis- 
erable, it must be in conformity to this grand 
scheme, and we seriously inquire, how it is possi- 
ble for man to avoid the difficulty, while God in 
his government, produces every thought and 
event; thoughts and events indispensable, as sus- 
taining relations of infinite importance. 

We are told in consequence of certain relations 
existing between God and men, “‘ we are none of 
us living to ourselves.” If none of us live to 





ourselves to whom do we live? As these gentle- 
2p have not informed us, we will Jook into our 





Bisce. Rom. xiv. 7,8, ‘Fornone of us liveth 
unto himself, and no man dieth to himself. For 
whether we live, we live unto the Lord ; and 
whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 
we live therefore or die we are the Lords.” It 
is said, it would have been better for some of us, 
never to have been born, notwithstanding, that 
very existence, and every thought and event be- 
longing to it, is a part of the grand scheme of God. 
Now who knows best, He who formed this grand 
scheme, or those gentlemen ? Will they say, in 
so many words that that God, whose nature is Love 
has involved a portion of his creatures in such a 
state of wretchedness that it would have been bet- 
ter for them not to have been born? This they 
in fact say ; the absurdity of which, will be more 
apparent by noticing another declaration of theirs, 
‘** could we now estimate the value of the soul as 
we soon shall, by the light of eternity, in the ex- 
alted happiness of heaven, or overwhelming woe 
of hell, we should’’—Kind reader, what should we 
do? “We should give’’—What? our money— 
and for what ? to save precious, immortal, invalu- 
able souls from hell. Yes dear christians, we 
benevolent souls so full of Love, would give our 
money, produce, manufactures, all, all we have to 
save souls from hell, if we duly appreciated their 
vaLuE: while that God who made them, who 
knows their value, who governs the ‘ minutest 
thought and event”’ of their lives, and who could 
by one word, or the energy of his spirit save them ; 
will suffer them to sink down to endless woe. Is 
man then so much better than his God? We 
would break his grand scheme, distarb relations 
of infinite importance, to save those precious in- 
valuable souls, whom God will doom to hell if we 
do not prevent it. 

We feel as sensible as these gentlemen do, the 
necessity of something being done, to enlighten a 
large portion of the world in order to save them 
from idolatry and superstition ; and to give them 
‘‘ correct sentiments of God, and his goverument.”’ 
But we do not believe, they will be much benefit 
ted by such ‘‘ cor-ect sentiments’’ as are exhibited 
in the address, which declares that God governs 
the ‘* minutest thought and event, and that every 
thing that passes in us and about us, is a part of 
his grand scheme, sustaining relations of infinite 
importance.’ And yet, that he will render a 
large portion of his creatures endlessly miserable. 

We close by noticing an expression, which we 
consider as the height of presumption and vain 
boasting, ‘‘but for better christians than these, 
the world would sink into perdition.” Here is a 
boast that there are some few christians so much 
better than others, that their piety and goodness 
preserves the world from sinking into perdition. 
Are these the men who profess to be the disciples 
of the meek and lowly Saviour? Where is their 
humility, their self debasement ? Is it in that vain 
boasting, that claims the honor of saving the world 
from perdition? Is itthe case that the ALmicury 
is so filled with wrath and anger that he would at 
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once plunge the world into perdition, were it not 
for these ‘‘ better christians”? But what do they 
do? Is it their prayers, and intercessions, which 
appease the wrath of God, and save sinners from 
perdition ; nay, the world itself? What arrogance 
and presumption. An Apostle has told us ‘* There 
is one God, and one mepIatTOoR between God and 
man, the man Christ Jesus ; who gave himself a 
ranfom for all, to be testified in due time.’’ But 
according to the address we have more mepiaToRS 
than one, and the mediation of Christ is of no 
avaiL; for were it not for these ‘* better chris- 
tians’’ the world would sink into perdition. 

If after this, we were to hear any of these gen- 
tlemen say, that all mankind were hell deserving 
sinners, that if God was to deal with us according 
to strict justice, there would not one soul be saved ; 
that salvation is all by grace, and not in conse- 
quence of eur righteousness, what should we sup- 
pose these gentlemen meant, by ‘* better chris- 
tians.”’ 


NORTH CONSOCIATION. 

In the report concerning the state of Religion in 
the North Consociation of Hartford County, we 
find the following sentence. 

Speaking of the revival in Bristol, the article 
closes with the following. ‘‘The revival in this 
place has brought to light a system of operation 
which had been previously formed, and insidious- 
ly prosecuted to disseminate among the young, 
some of the most fatal delusions in our country, 
Deism, Socinianism, and Universalism.” 

When any man, or body of men denounce acer- 


tain religious sentimenias a ‘‘ fatal delusion” itis|the young, the inexperienced and the simple. 
£ young p 


ligious subjects, as the excitement of the passions 
died away, the spirit of inquiry continuing, when 
people have had the opportunity of hearing Uni- 
versal salvation preached, there has been an im- 
mense Harves®. And we fully believe we shall 
live to see the day, when Calvinists will be as un- 
willing to hear of ‘‘ nevivaLs,” as they are now 
anxious to produce them. 


—_—_———_—_ 


MR. NETTLETON. 
We have deemed it a duty to republish the following 
letter, which appeared in the Boston Universalist Magazine 
last March ; as we understand that the Rev. Asahel Net- 
tleton, the writer of it, is still pursuing his ‘ vocation,’ and 
going from parish to parish to get up revivals, which are 
effected by exciting the fears and working upon the pas- 
sions of youth, particularly females, and practising every 
artifice, and pious fraud, which a long course of experi- 
ence can suggest, to deceive, frighten and alarm the peo- 
ple. Was Mr. Nettleton, considered as a crazy fanatic, 
we should not think it worth a while to notice this act of 
madness and delirium. But the fact is otherwise ; instead 
of his being regarded as partially deranged, he seems not 
only to be considered as perfectly sane, but as peculiarly 
distinguished for his fervent piety, his ardent zeal, and his 
distinguished abilities. He appears to be regarded asa 
chosen instrument of the Almighty, for great and important 
purposes, and to stir up the people to a sense of their lost 
condition. Hence, for several years, he has been employ- 
ed, or at least encouraged to go from place to place, not. 
only in this, but in the neighboring states, to exhort the 
people and to produce awakenings. He is the great cham- 
pion of this work, with the class of christians to which he 
belongs ; and whenever and wherever it is deemed neces- 
sary to stir up the minds of the people, Mr. Nettleton is 
called in. As a great physician of souls he is relied upon 
in all desperate cases, and when the efforts of all others 
have failed; and it must be admitted that his exertions 
have been but too successful in frightening and deluding 
To the 


expected that the statements will come duly sup- truth of this remark, Farmington, Wethersfield, Pittsfield 
ported by plain scripture testimony, and not rest and almost every town where he has been bear ample tes- 


altogether on the assertion of the writers. We 


timony. 
After adverting to these facts the truth of which every 


therefore explicitly call upon the authors of that] one knows, we call upon every sober and rational man, to 
report, to prove their statement from the scrip- | peruse the following letter and to reflect seriously upon the 
tures, that Universatism is a most “ FaTar pe-| Subject. 


LUSION.”” 
the proof to the public. 


We offer them our columns to convey 
But we tell them honest» 


What can be thonght of a man who could have the sa- 
crilegious presumption to assume the name and character 
of Jesus Christ? Would not this be considered as blas- 


ly, we are fully persuaded they cannot find that|phemy ? It certainly would, both in a legal and popular 


proof in the Bible. 


sense, if the person was regarded as sane. What then will 


We know not what the reporters meant by the be thought, of a minister of the gospel, who has done this? 


word ‘‘insidious.”’ 
stood according to the definition of the word, ‘ sly, 
circumventive, diligent te entrap, treacherous; we 
deny the charge in oto. Universacists are plain 
and open, they are willing to have their senti- 
ments examined. They preach and publish them 
boldly to the world. Universanists do not di- 
vide their churches or societies into sections, or 
squads, and appoint runners to visit frdm house to 
house to work upon the fears of women and chil- 
dren. No, they commend their doctrine to every 
man’s conscience in the sight of God, and leave it 
with his divine spirit to bless the word. 

There is one thing we will state for the infor- 
mation of thosegentlemen. In many towns where 
there has been revivats, within a few years past, 


If they meant to be under- 


Shall we consider bim as a frantic madman, or as a sober 
and rational christian? All, we believe who are them- 


considered as a blasphemer. 





the mind being awakened to a consideration of re- 


selves rational. will for charity’s sake view him in the 
former light—if he is not viewed in this light, he must be 
In either case, what can be 
thought of those who have employed or encouraged such @ 
man, to go to and fro about society to admonish and in- 
struct the people, and to exhort them to repent of their 
sins? what can be thought of those revivals, which are 
produced by an instrument of this description; and in what 


light shall we view that religion which a wild enthusiast 


and frantic maniac is pre-eminently successful in prome- 
ting ? This verily is setting the blind to lead the blind. 
The letter was addressed to a collection of young per- 
sons assembled at a public Inn, in South Britain Society, 
for a social Ball. If any one doubts its authenticity the ori- 
ginal can be produced. 
(COPY.) 
Sovutnnury, March 13, 1818. 
Dear Youta,—I have come into your assembly this, 
evening on an important errand; Lave heard every word 
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you have spoken, and seen every thought in your heart. 
| have come to inform you that my spirit shall not always 
strive with you. Because! have called and ye refused ; I 
have stretched out my hand and no man regarded, but ye 
have set at nought my council and would none of my re- 


proof, I also will laugh at your calamity; | will mock 


when your fear cometh—when your fear cometh as a des- 
olation and your destruction cometh as a whirlwind, when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you, then shall they call 
upon me but | will not answer. They shall seek me early 
but they shall not find me. 

I am, dear youth, your much grieved friend, 

JESUS CHRIST. 

N. B. Ifthe youth will agree to turn their meeting into a 
pveligious conference this evening, please to send back word 
and I will come and see you, if not, | will go into my closet 
and with the help of God will pray for your souls while you 
dance. 

ASAHEL NETTLETON. 


SEE 
We beg leave tocorrect an error in the Connecticut 
JourNnAt of the 20th inst. In noticing the RELIGIovs 
INQUIRER, itis said, ** we understand that it is published 
at the expense of a Universalist Society formed in that 
place.” We know not from what source the publishers of 
the Journal have been led to understand that an Universal- 
ist Society has been formed in Hartford. We would in- 
form them, that notwithstanding, there is, in this place, 
a large number who believe in the doctrine of God's Uni- 
versal Love, some of whom are members of other churches, 
ao Universalist Society as yet, has been formedhere. The 
Inquirer it is true, 1s devoted to the good cause of Univer- 
salism, and liberal principles generally, and is published at 
the expense of a few gentlemen, who have associated, for 
the purpose of diffusing christian knowledge. 
RS 
FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD, 


“ By their Fruits shall ye know them.” 


Pretenders to orthodoxy say, the wicked are happy in 
their sins, and live in peace and prosperity. ‘The Scripture 
says, ‘*'The way of the transgressor is hard ;” and “ there 
is no peace, saith my God, to the wicked.” Pretenders 
say, the righteous are unhappy, and lead uncomfortable 
lives. The Scripture says, ‘* wisdom’s ways are ways of 
pleasantiness, and all her paths are peace. Blessed are the 
undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD. 
Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and seek him 
with the whole heart. O that my ways were directed to 
keep thy statutes! then shall I not be ashamed, when I 
have respect unto all thy coramandments.” In the pre- 
sence of these testimonies, we ask, have we not good ground 
for believing, that those persons who declare that the 
righteous are unhappy, and the wicked happy, in this life, 





iniquity ?’’ and that their own experience is conclusive evi- 
dence against their pretensions, and in favor of the declara- 


tion, that they, themselves, are wicked, “and the way of | 


peace have they not known ?”? 
Reader, ponder these things well. ‘If Baal be God, 
serve him, But if the LORD be God, serve him.” 


FROM THE BOSTON UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 





REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. 
He is our Creator and preserver; He is the author of ev- 
ery blessing we enjoy, and he renders all our afflictions and 
disappointments promotive of our best interest. Our Crea- 


tor knows all our infirmities, our proneness to err, and our.” 


appetites for injurious indulgencies, and is merciful to all 
our faults. He punishes our sins in mercy, never froma 
disposition of revenge; but that we muy be partakers of 
hisholiness. ‘Through the mediation of the Redeemer he 


POETRY. 
THE GOOD MAN'S GRAVE. 


*NEATH the tall oaks that shade yon village spire, 
Where slowly winding steals the silver stream ; 
Where wearied mortals from this world retire, 
Sleep undisturb’d and free from fancy’s dream. 





There lies entomb’d beneath the mouldering sod, 
The orphan’s father and the poor man’s friend, 
Who smooth’d the rugged path affliction trod— 
Whose pride was virtuous knowledge to extend. 


There oft at eve the rustic village throng, 

Strew flowers of fancy o’er the good man’s grave ; 
There oft at eve they sing the sacred song, 

The song of sorrow for the good and brave. 


OBITUARY. 


DIED—In this City on the 19th inst. Socomon Por- 
TEK, Esq. aged 69 years, surveyor of the port at this place ; 


tion of the government. Mr. Porter was one among the 
few who seem to be formed for contemplation rather than 
for action. Fora number of years he had been afflicted 
with a disease, which destroyed his active usefulness, and 
occasionally subjected him to the most excruciating pains. 
But although from bodily infirmities, ** the flesh was weak”? 
yet ‘the spirit was strong.” He possessed a vigorous and 
active mind, cultivated and enriched by an early education 
and a life, of study and reflection. Being disqualified for 
active life, he was as it were, thrown back from society up- 
cn himself, and led to rely both for emp!oyment and hap- 
piness upon the resources of his own mind; and these nev- 
er failed him. From reading, observation and reflection, 
he had acquired a fund of knowledge—his mind was en- 
lightened, his feelings liberalized, and his views enlarged 
and comprehensive—and hence his principles were of a 
liberal cast, and his morality was graduated on the same 
scale. He was a disciple and friend of the celebrated, 
‘Winchester, and has ever since been a firm believer in the 
‘universal benevolence and goodness of God. If the sphere 
,of his usefulness has been more circumscribed than many 
others, few have passed through a long life, and sustained 
so many important relations, with an integrity more un- 
yielding and a reputation more unsullied. He might well 
have said in the language of one of the greatest and best 
men of the last centurg; ‘I have lived long, I have 
hated no body, I have injured no one and it is time to 
finish.”? 





! 
. - LSE AS EAI PEPE OLED 
are themselves in * the gall of bitterness, and the bonds of} 


i 


For this corruptible must put on iacorruption, and this 
mortal must put on immortality. 


So when this corruptible shall have put on incorrup- 


‘tion, and this mortal shall have put on immortality, thea 


shall be brought to pass the saying thatis written, Death 
is swallowed up in victory. 

O death, where és thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
Victory ? 

The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is 
the law. 

But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. . 
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has given us the hope of immortal life and the continuance | A few Pamphiets on different subjer ts—.4/so, a few of Me 
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which office he had held, it is believed since the organiza-, 





